THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

for " tiie number of tippling houses kept here is a
great grievance." As already noted, the Virginia
regiment was accused in the papers of drunkenness,
and under the sting of that accusation Washington
declared war on the publicans. He whipped his
men when they became drunk, kept them away from
the ordinaries, and even closed by force one tavern
which was especially culpable. "Were it not too
tedious/' he wrote the governor, "I cou'd give your
Honor such instances of the villainous Behavior of
those Tippling House-keepers, as wou'd astonish
any person."

, -The conduct was admirable, but it was not good
politics, and as soon as he offered himself as a can-
didate, the saloon element, under the leadership of
one Lindsay, whose family were tavern-keepers in
Winchester for at least one hundred years, united to
oppose him. Against the would-be burgess they set
up one Captain Thomas Swearingen, whom Wash-
ington later described as " a man of great weight
among the meaner class of people, and supposed by
them to possess extensive knowledge." As a result,
the poll showed Swearingen elected by two hundred
and seventy votes, and Washington defeated with but
forty ballots.

This sharp experience in practical politics seems to
have taught the young candidate a lesson, for when
a new election came in 1758 he took a.leaf from
his enemy's book, and fought them with their own
weapons. The friendly aid of the county boss,
Colonel John Wood, was secured, as also that of
Gabriel Jones, a man of much local force and popu-ew commis-
